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1. Mission Statement 
 
Glencorrib N.S. is a Catholic School which nurtures a positive, co-operative and caring 
educational environment where each child can develop to his/her full potential. 
  

2. Our Vision 
 
As a Catholic school, we continue to live, practise and proclaim Christian values, while 
acknowledging and respecting other cultures, religions and ethnic groupings. 
 
Great emphasis is placed on developing the children’s full academic potential in order to 
prepare them for further education and life-long learning. We also strive to nurture their 
spiritual, moral, emotional, imaginative, aesthetic, social and physical development. 
 
An atmosphere of respect and care for all is fostered and a high standard of behaviour is 
expected in order to create a safe, co-operative and productive environment for 
learning. 
 
We promote team spirit and co-operation between all partners in education: staff, 
pupils, parents, school management, and the wider community. 
 

3. Our Staff 
 
Teachers: Orna Friel (Principal) (Junior Infants to 2nd Class)  
                   Lorraine Heneghan (3rd-6th Class) 
 
Special Education Teacher: Jennifer Naughton 
 
SNA: Dympna Mullins 
 
Preschool: Edel Hyland & Helen O’Neill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. The School Day/Year 
 
School Day 
Junior & Senior Infants:  8:50am – 1:30pm 
1st Class - 6th Class:          8:50am – 2:30pm 
 
Morning “Drop-Off”: 
Schools must “limit interaction on arrival & departure from school.” As a result, it is 
imperative that all parents adhere to the following drop-off and collection plans as 
outlined below: 
 

 School gates will be open in the morning for parents to pull up at the drop-off zone 
or park in the carpark. (Please park with consideration for others- pulling right up 
to the top of the drop-off zone or parking sensibly in the carpark ensuring all 
spaces can be used.)  

 

 As the preschool has the same opening time as the school, the carpark can become 
very congested in the morning. We kindly ask that parents follow the “drop-off” 
routine as quickly as possible. 

 

 Both porch doors will be open for use in the morning: Pupils from the Senior Room 
will line up from 8:50 outside the porch door on the Ballinrobe side of the school. 
There will be footprints spray-painted onto the tarmac, each 1m apart (as per the 
guidelines for children from 3rd-6th class) and the children must stand on these 
markers.  

 

 Pupils from the Junior Room will line up from 8:50 outside the porch door on the 
Headford side of the school. There will be footprints spray painted onto the 
tarmac, each 2m apart. This is so that parents of the new Junior Infant pupils can 
line up with their children, if they wish to do so. If this is the case, we ask that only 
one parent accompanies their child and that they encourage their child to line up 
on their own after the first week. All other children in the Junior Room should line 
up on their own. Teachers will be supervising from 8:50 to ensure the children do 
not feel anxious lining up on their own. 

 

 Siblings must line up on separate markers to avoid congestion on the yard. 
 

 Parents are not allowed to line up with their children (with the exception of Junior 
Infants as mentioned above) but can help their children crossing from the carpark 
to the school if necessary (maintaining social distancing rules) and then returning 
to their cars. 

 

 As the children are lining up outside without shelter, please ensure that your child 
is wearing a coat with a hood.  



 

 The two lines will be brought separately into the school by their teachers as soon 
as is possible (between 8:50 and 9:00.) Doors to the school will close at 9am and 
teaching promptly begins. If your child arrives later than 9am then they must 
sanitise their hands in the porch (using our sanitising station) and buzz the video 
intercom system. Parents will not be allowed accompany their child into the porch. 
All staff will be needed in classrooms during this busy “settling-in” period in the 
morning and we kindly ask that you ensure your child is on time for school so as 
to avoid further disruption during this busy time.  

 
N.B: Please ensure that your child comes into school in the morning with clean “just 
washed” hands ready for sanitising.  
 
Home-time: 

 At infant home-time the children will again line-up outside the porch at 1:30pm. 
Parents are asked to stay in or at their cars. Teachers will accompany or safely 
send each child one by one/with siblings to their car.  

 

 1st-6th Class will line up on their markers outside from 2:30pm. Parents are asked 
to stay in or at their cars. Children will walk one by one/with siblings to their car. 

 
The school calendar is circulated with each student’s book list and report at the end of 
the school year. The calendar and book list will be provided to new students on 
enrolment or alternatively, posted to the home address provided. These dates, along 
with other important information, can also be found on our regularly updated website: 
www.glencorribns.ie 
 
 

5. Absences  
 
All absences, including if a child must leave school early for an appointment, must be 
explained in writing by the parent. Please email the school on glencorribns@gmail.com   
As a school we abide by the Education and Welfare Act 2000. Under this act if a child is 
absent for more than 20 days in a school year, a report must be sent to TUSLA.  
 
Suspected Case of Covid-19:  
While all children will be welcome back to school, we would remind parents that where 
children are displaying colds, coughs or flu-like symptoms, they should not be sent to 
school. Children who display such symptoms in school will be isolated and parents asked 
to collect them immediately. Children should also NOT ATTEND school if any members 
of their household are unwell with symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
Further information on COVID-19 symptoms in children is available at: -
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html 

http://www.glencorribns.ie/
mailto:glencorribns@gmail.com
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html


 

6. School Uniform 
 
Our uniform consists of black or grey trousers/pinafore or skirt, a grey polo-shirt and a 
maroon jumper with the school crest. Jumpers can be purchased from the Schoolwear 
Centre (Centrepoint, Liosban Industrial Estate, Tuam Rd, Galway) or on their website 
www.theschoolwearcentre.ie  
 
On PE days children must wear black or grey tracksuit bottoms and runners with their 
uniform.  
 
Children can wear shoes or runners to school, however if your child cannot tie their laces 
then please use only velcro/zip-up shoes and runners (with the exception of football 
boots for training sessions).  
 
 
 

7. Communication 
 
We kindly ask that parents do not try to have meetings with members of staff in the 
playground at drop-off and collection times. Meetings between parents and teachers can 
now only take place by prior arrangement. Parents will not be permitted to enter the 
school building but appointments may be made to visit the school for essential purposes. 
A contact tracing log will need to be filled out for each visit. This does not mean that you 
will be unable to communicate with your child’s teacher. If you wish to inform the 
teacher of something important e.g. child leaving early for appointment, school 
collection by a different person etc. Then please email the school on 
glencorribns@gmail.com (emails will be checked regularly throughout the school day) or 
phone the school on 093 31415.  
  
We also operate a “textaparent” system which is particularly useful in emergency 
situations (e.g. unforeseen school closures) and as a result it is important that the school 
is informed of any changes made to the mobile numbers provided on your child’s 
enrolment form. It is also important that the alternative emergency contact numbers 
provided on your child’s enrolment form are valid in case of an accident or illness.  
 
Our school blog on www.glencorribns.ie is also regularly updated to keep parents 
informed on all the great work and activities going on within the school.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.theschoolwearcentre.ie/
mailto:glencorribns@gmail.com
http://www.glencorribns.ie/


8.  School Books/Requirements at School Start 
 
At Glencorrib NS we make every effort to keep costs on parents as low as possible. The 
school operates a Book Rental Scheme for all classes which helps to reduce back-to-
school costs for parents.  
 
Details of back-to-school costs are included on the children’s book lists which are 
circulated to parents at the end of the summer term (with end of year reports and the 
school calendar). Parents of new pupils will receive the book lists on confirmation of their 
child’s enrolment.  
 
Please ensure that your child has all items listed on their book list for the first day of 
school (pencil, ruler, eraser…) and that all of these items are labelled with your child’s 
name. Money for book rental will be collected via our Aladdin ePayment system. You will 
receive the text payment access link during the first week of September. 

 
9. ePayment System 
 
Our school uses the Aladdin ePayment system for collection of all payments. When 
money is due for any school activity that is relevant to your child, you will receive a text 
containing your payment access link. This will bring you to a parent payment page which 
will contain all payments requested for all siblings in a family. Once you have completed 
your payment, you will be issued with a reference number. Please quote this reference 
number in any queries you may have as regards this payment with the school. 

 
10. Homework 
 
The teachers set work each Monday via the app Seesaw. The main intention of setting 
homework is to keep parents informed of what their child is doing in class each week. 
  

11. Important Policies 
 
All school policies, curricular and organisational, are available in the office should parents 
request to read them. Some important policies are also available on the “downloads” 
section of our website www.glencorribns.ie for parents to view at any time. 
 

12. Mobile Phones 
 
We ask that children do not bring mobile phones or any other valuable items (i-
pad/tablet) into school. Should children need to contact home at any time the school 
landline may be used. 

http://www.glencorribns.ie/


13. Healthy Eating Policy 
 
Glencorrib N.S. implements a Healthy Eating Policy for school lunches. Our aim is to 
encourage healthy eating habits during the primary school years and beyond. 
 
Your child’s healthy lunch could include items such as: 

 A ham/chicken/cheese or salad sandwich/roll/wrap or pitta bread. 
 
You could also include: 

 Fruit, raw vegetables, yoghurt, rice-cakes, crackers, raisins, etc. 
 
Children can also bring water, fruit juices or milk as a drink. 
 
Please note that sweets, crisps, bars and chocolate spreads are not allowed.  
 
In order to maintain a healthy attitude to food, the children have a Treat Day every Friday 
where they can bring one food item from the “not allowed” list into school.  
 
However, fizzy drinks, chewing gum and hard lollipops are not allowed even on Treat 
Day. 
 
As part of our Green School policy we also kindly request that your child uses a re-useable 
bottle for their drink and that sandwiches are wrapped in kitchen paper, not tin foil. 
 
Your co-operation with this is appreciated. 

 
14. Helping your child prepare for Junior Infants 
 
In Glencorrib N.S. we pride ourselves on the welcoming, friendly atmosphere within our 
school. As a small school there is a real sense of family and belonging amongst the 
children and new students settle into school life very quickly.  
 
However, it is natural for some children to feel slightly nervous before they start Junior 
Infants. Below are a couple of suggestions that parents can follow to help their child 
settle in and begin to enjoy school life. 
  

 Write their name on their coats, bags, books, lunch boxes, flasks, clothing etc.  

 Teach your child how to take off and put on his / her coat, and how to open and 
close zips, buttons, buckles and laces.  

 Show your child how to use and flush the toilet properly, and how to wash their 
hands properly.  

 Encourage your child to share their toys and to tidy up after playing. 



 Choose a lunch box and flask that are easily opened and give some thought to 
lunches (e.g. giving them an orange that is already peeled.) 

 Spend quality time with your child when they are doing their homework- ask them 
how their day went and praise the good work they are doing. 

 Encourage good behaviour and respect for others.  
 

It's also a good idea to ensure your child is as independent as possible – physically, 
emotionally and socially before they start school. For example, if they can remain 
contentedly for a few hours in the home of a relation, friend or neighbour then 
separation from parents when they start school will not cause any great anxiety. Meeting 
for play dates with future/new classmates is also helpful. Such experiences will help your 
child to feel more secure and self-confident and they will be able to settle into school 
more easily. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the new regulations, parents are not permitted into the school to 
see their child settle into their new class. We would like to reassure our Junior Infant 
parents that we will do our very best to ensure that our new pupils feel happy and safe 
at school. We will take a photo for you of your child’s first day and will be spending lots 
of time playing with them and listening to their stories. Our number one priority for the 
first few months of school will be the emotional well-being of our pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

A very warm welcome to Glencorrib N.S. This booklet is intended to provide you with an 

introduction to all aspects of school life and I hope that you find it useful as you prepare to 

send your child to our school.  

 

Our school is a happy and safe place where every child matters. We strive to make sure that 

all of our pupils enjoy their time here and grow together in friendship and learning, ready to 

move on to Secondary School being fully equipped to walk well through the rest of their 

education and life. 

 

As a small rural school, we value and promote strong links between our parents, 

community, school management and staff and we encourage you as a parent to become 

involved in the life of the school. 

 

We hope that your child will be extremely happy here and look forward to working 

alongside you over the years to come.  

 

Should you have any queries or concerns at any time, please feel free to come and talk to us.  

 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Orna Friel 

Príomhoide. 


